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On 1 February 1892, the headmistress of Ipswich Girls' Grammar 
School, Miss Fanny Hunt, herself the first woman science graduate 
from Sydney University, enrolled the first pupils. It is fitting that the 
girl she enrolled as No.l made a place for herself in the history of 
Queensland when she became the first native-born medical woman 
to practise in the state. 
Eleanor Constance Greenham (Ella to her family and friends) was 
born on 15 April 1874, the second eldest of five children and the only 
daughter of John and Eleanor (nee Johnstone) Greenham of 
Limestone Street, Ipswich, later of 57 Salisbury Road. 
John Greenham had immigrated with his parents from Somerset 
in 1855 when only 14 years of age and worked for some years with 
Cribb & Foote's, later starting out in business as Greenham & Co with 
Thomas Bennett.' Ultimately he became Chairman of Directors of 
Greenhams Pty. Ltd. which owned a large block in the business centre 
between Nicholas and Brisbane Streets. In the 1880s, he served as 
Alderman on the Ipswich City Council. He was also a foundation 
shareholder and first Chairman of Directors of Phoenix Engineering 
Company. 
Eleanor attended the Ipswich Central Girls' and Infants' School 
for her primary education; and in 1889 and 1890, she attended the 
Brisbane Girls' Grammar School where she won the English prize 
and the Natural History prize for Fourth Form.^ 
With the prospect of a Girls' Grammar School opening in her own 
city, Eleanor apparently decided to postpone her senior studies and 
complete her schooling there. After an entrance examination to 
determine her level of education, she was admitted to V Form, and 
that year (1892) won the Silver Medal given by Miss Hunt for the Top 
Girl in Science in Forms IV, V and VI. She also won the prize for 
English subjects. History and Geography combined (History of our 
Own Times in 2 volumes) and gained first place in French 
composition.' The following year, she passed the Senior Public 
Examination, winning the Botany Medal, and she also won school 
prizes for History, Geography, Latin, Euclid and Science." 
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In 1894, she returned to. school, in the Upper VI Form, studying 
advanced work in preparation for her entrance to the University of 
Sydney. She enrolled in the Faculty of Arts in 1895 at the age of 20, 
and stayed at Women's College. Miss Hunt and the Honorable 
Thomas Cribb, merchant, of Ipswich provided Eleanor's references.' 
Candidates for a Degree in Medicine in 1895 had to have a 
comprehensive education. They had either to be Arts or Science 
graduates or to have completed the first year of Arts or to have passed 
Latin plus a foreign language and three Mathematics subjects in the 
Senior Public Examination.* 
What prompted her to study medicine? Over the centuries, women 
have always been the health carers within the family and the midwives 
in the community. Florence Nightingale had made nursing a worthy 
profession; teaching was also available to women of abihty, but it was 
only 5 years since Dr. Constance Stone became the first woman to 
be registered to practise medicine in Australia and four years since 
Dr. Lilian Cooper of Brisbane, became the second. No doubt Eleanor 
had heard of Cooper, who despite many difficulties and much 
opposition from her male colleagues, was building up a practice at 
the Mansions in George Street Brisbane. Indeed, she served as role 
model for a number of academically bright Queensland girls, who 
hke Eleanor Greenham, went to Sydney or Melbourne Universities 
to pursue a medical degree. 
The medical course of 100 years ago was of 5 years' duration but 
remarkably similar to the present curriculum. In 1896, in the First 
Year examinations she passed all subjects viz. Inorganic Chemistry, 
Physics, Botany and Zoology and received 2nd class Honours in 
Botany. The second year subjects were Organic Chemistry, Descriptive 
Anatomy and Physiology and in third year. Regional Anatomy, 
Materia Medica, Applied Logic and Physiology. All these she passed 
with no problems.^ 
In 4th year, she failed both Pathology and Surgical Anatomy but 
passed the Supplementary Examinations in March 1900. Failures were 
not uncommon among the early women medical students at Sydney 
University.^ 
In her final year, she passed Medicine, Surgery, Midwifery, Medical 
Jurisprudence, Psychological Medicine and Ophthalmic Medicine and 
Surgery, but found herself having to sit for a Supplementary, this time 
in Gynaecology. This, of course, demanded another trip to Sydney; 
she always travelled third class as she was determined to repay her 
father for all the expenses of her university course. 
She graduated Bachelor of Medicine, Master of Surgery (MBChM) 
in March I90I just before her 27th birthday. A father with money 
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and a good position such as a successful business man, a civil servant, 
doctor or politician was a necessary requisite for Queenslanders 
undertaking a university course in those days prior to the opening 
of a University in Brisbane. 
Eleanor Greenham was registered in her home state, as medical 
practitioner No. 711 on 2 May 1901, thus becoming the first 
Queensland-born woman to practise medicine. Her Registration 
Certificate signed by the Board shows signatures of some of the 
illustrious men in Queensland Medical history. 
When the University of Queensland opened its doors in 1911, 
Greenham presented her credentials to the Registrar, Dr. F.W.S. 
Cumbrae-Stewart and she was admitted to the degrees of Bachelor 
of Medicine, Master of Surgery ad eundum gradum on 1 June 1911. 
Her certificates were signed by the Registrar and by the Chancellor 
(Sir) William MacGregor. 
In July 1901, she was appointed Resident Medical Officer at the 
Lady Bowen Hospital on Wickham Terrace, the first woman to receive 
a residential position in Queensland hospitals. 
At the monthly meeting of the British Medical Association, 
Queensland Branch (BMA) in its rooms in Elizabeth Street, Brisbane 
on 5th July 1901, Drs. F. Glynn Connolly and A.B. Brockway 
£ri>a— . ^~, 
Ipswich Girls' Grammar School, opened 1 February 1892. 
Courtesy of Headmistress Mrs. J. Hill 
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proposed Greenham for membership and she was unanimously elected 
at the August meeting.' In the company of Lilian Cooper, she 
attended her first meeting on 6 September when Dr. Taylor presented 
a case of Schistosomiasis — a young soldier from Woombye who had 
just returned from the Boer War. He was passing albumen, blood clot 
and also the ova of schistosoma and had had symptoms for four 
months prior to his return home. This was the first case of 
Schistosomiasis reported in Queensland. 
For some unknown reason, she resigned from the BMA in 1903'°, 
but re-joined at the end of 1905. In a letter dated 6 December 1955", 
Dr. Alan E. Lee wrote 'The Council of the Queensland Branch of 
the BMA notes with pleasure that, at the end of this year, you will 
have completed 50 years of uninterrupted membership of the 
Association' and she was made an Honorary Member. She replied 
thanking him for his kind congratulations.'^ 
Eleanor Greenham was, however, intent on private practice and 
when her year's appointment at the Lady Bowen Hospital came to 
an end, she took rooms in City Chambers at the corner of Queen 
and Edward Steets, Brisbane where Wallace Bishop's trades today. 
For a time, she found business very slow and despite the fact that 
Lilian Cooper had been in practice for nearly 11 years, Greenham 
still met opposition and disapproval from her male colleagues. One 
criticised her openly for prescribing a sedative for a young pregnant 
woman. Her bright personality and optimism, however, gradually 
attracted patients and she built up a successful practice among the 
business girls of Brisbane. Indeed, most of her patients were women, 
her records showing that in time, they came from all over North 
Brisbane as well as from the City. She attended many confinements 
(including the birth of Sir Evan Thomson) and soon became well-
known. She developed a reputation as a skilful, caring and dedicated 
doctor. 
Late in 1907, she moved to Association Chambers, 284 Edward 
Street next to the site where the Foundation Stone for the YMCA 
building had recently been laid. She occupied the first floor with her 
surgery, waiting room and office in the front of the building and her 
living quarters across the passage at the rear. Household chores were 
always undertaken by a housekeeper. 
She attended the Medical Congress in Brisbane from 21st - 28th 
August 1920 with six other women doctors working in Queensland 
(Lilian Cooper, Laura Weir, Mabel Neylan, Adela Porter, Ruth 
Anderson and Mavis Grant)" and took part in the social activities. 
When Lilian Cooper was cleared of all charges in a very contentious 
court case brought by a former patient in 1923, a meeting of doctors 
in Brisbane'" opened a fund to help defray her expenses as it was felt 
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that 'Dr. Cooper, having carried the case to a very successful 
conclusion, had established a precedent in actions of this nature'. It 
was therefore important to every member of the medical profession. 
Greenham was one of the early contributors to the fund, thus 
supporting her colleague during a very difficult, stressful period. 
According to her nephew Mr. Keith Greenham, she always vowed 
she was a pioneer, never a traditionalist and this is clear from a 
contretemps she had with L.A. Wilkinson (Northern) Ltd, the 
chemist, of George and Queen Streets, Brisbane late in 1929. She 
prescribed, for a patient with eczema, a powder (Pulv. cyllin) that 
had previously been dispensed for her by Watkins and Mackay, 
Chemists, (bought out by W.H. Green). The patient took the 
prescription to Wilkinson who did not know the compound and 
phoned Greenham. She told him to purchase the powder from W.H. 
Green and re-sell it to the patient. Wilkinson was so annoyed, he 
immediately reported her to the BMA'^ complaining that his 
customers should not be influenced to patronise any particular 
chemist. She was, however, unrepentant, despite a rebuke from the 
BMA for prescribing secret remedies thus contravening the Ethical 
Principles of the Association.'* Nevertheless, Wilkinson seems to 
have had the last word as he wrote again to the BMA saying that 
"cyllin" was a patented word registered by Jeyes Disinfectant 
Company and could not be used by anyone else.'^ 
Although she was not a regular member of the Queensland Medical 
Women's Society, it honoured her long and dedicated contribution 
to women's health by electing her to Honorary Membership on 29 
August 1945.'^ 
Her patients and her work filled her life; however, she was an 
accomplished pianist and played for relaxation. She had a keen sense 
of humour, a zest for life and almost unbounded energy. She lived 
simply but enjoyed 'arm-chair travel' via The National Geographic 
and also, evening performances at His Majesty's Theatre and visits 
to flower shows. She became a well-known figure in Brisbane. Her 
nephew, Keith Greenham, remembers her well and lunched with her 
every Thursday at 284 Edward Street, whilst an Engineering student 
at the University in George Street. Another nephew's wife, Mrs. Sybil 
Greenham, with true feminine observation, described her as a 'large 
lady, fond of flowing floral garments'. At the Lady Mayoress's 'At 
Home' in 1904, she wore an Assam silk gown and a hat of blue 
chiffon." 
She never married but was a generous supporter of her extended 
family, encouraging her nieces and nephews to attend university and 
paying the fees for at least one of them. 
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Dr Greenham, one of the first woman motorists in Brisbane. 
John Oxley Library 
Greenham was one of the first women in Queensland to drive a 
car; in 1907 she drove a Darracq and after a few years, she changed 
to a Hupmobile with a self-starter. Indeed she became a share-holder 
in the Hupmobile Agents, Evers Motor Company Ltd, (registered by 
Hugo and Percy Evers in 1912) at the corner of Adelaide and Queen 
Streets, Petrie Bight.^° She was also Chairman of Directors of 
Greenhams Pty Ltd, the family company founded by her father. 
In her 80th year in 1953, she retired to 85 Oxlade Drive, New Farm 
but she continued to see some of her old patients. She later moved 
to 10 Turner Avenue, New Farm, her final' home. She died of 
congestive cardiac failure on 31st December 1957, aged 83 years. After 
a service at St. Michael and All Angels', New Farm, her body was 
taken to Mt. Thompson Crematorium. Her estate was divided among 
her widowed sister-in-law, Mrs. Marjorie Greenham, her nieces and 
nephews with a small bequest to her housekeeper. 
Eleanor Greenham was a pioneer, a skilful, caring doctor dedicated 
to her patients and her work. For 56 years, she contributed to the 
good health of Queensland women. By her optimism, bright 
personality and strong, straight character as well as her persistence 
and her expertise, she overcame many difficulties and opposition. By 
helping to sweep away the prejudice against medical women in the 
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years preceding World War I, she helped shape the future of medicine 
not only in Queensland but throughout Australia. 
The Ipswich Girls' Grammar School can with great justification 
feel proud of the life and work of its first pupil, Eleanor Constance 
Greenham, who wrote her name in the history of Queensland. 
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